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TALK WITH
COMITADJI
IN BALKANS

U. P. Correspondent Interviews Ope
of Fierce Band in Serbia Whe
is Former Resident of
Pittshurg, U. S. A.

BOMB THROWING
BORDER FIGHTERS

Perform Scouting and Patrol Service
in Mountain and Fores!; Tough
Men Inured to Life of

Hardships

By WILLIAM G, SHEPHERD,
U, P, staf{ correspondent,
MONASTIR, $—(By
mail) Comitadjls are supposed to he
the
Balkunk, pertinps in the world. They're

the border fighters of, the various
Balkan states; Texas rangors are
gentle alongside them; Northwestern
mounted police, gentlemen, At last
I've hid o talk with a rea] live comi-
tuidjl of the Serbian breed, One part
of his conversation went ke this:

“We went up to a house the viher
niight In which there weore fortytwo
Rulgarinng comitsdiis, They fired st us
and refused to surrender, so one of ur
threw u bomb, Just like this one--
“holding out an lron box the size of
n cake of somp—“and blew wup the
place. 1t killed twenty-eight and
wounded the rest.” Angother part of
his conversation ran:

“mMd you read Tolstoy's prediction
of this great war?’ He pulled a sofled
clipping from his pocket and read
what Tolstoy bad written fn 1913—
thers would be & grea. war. in Europe
and a writlng man from the north
wonld arlse and hold the world in his
grip for the pext ten years, after end.
ing the war, "Do you know who 1
thought this great man might be?
Roosevelt, He writes, you know,
But 1910 is almost over.'

He was a man of contrasts,
Serblan eomitad)l. With his rifle,
revolver his bag of bombs, each
which could blow up a house,
wiked to about the dangery
typhus and other Sarbipn dizeases,

“I drink all the water that comes
my Wy It ¢can’t hurt me. 1 don't
believe In sickness, you know, Fm a
Christinn solentist”

“Have You ever been In the United
States?”
“Oh,
where.,"
He told me about the

lived with,

‘Comitadiis aren’t rogular soldiers
he sald. “They're volunteers who
guard the frontlers. A good many of
them are men tired of everything else
in life and who are too cowardly to
commit sulcide. For instance, in cur
oompany twenty men there's
voung fellow from Nigh, Six years
pgo he fell In Jove with a girl there
sud she ol him she would marry him
if ho wonld £o to the siates nnc bring
back money. Bo he went to
Portiand, Oregon and saved two thou-
sand dollars In flye years, That's a
Hitle fortune in Serbia. He hurried
back to Nish. When he reached home
he found the girl had married. He
epent all his money drinking in the
cafes and when he was broke he
joined the comitadjis, Fellows like
bhim are tough fighters: they don't
care what happens to them.”

“What do comitadjis do in the great
war?”

“Whatever
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the army doesn't do.
Seouting, patvolling, entering vilinges
before the army and mountaln and
forest fighting. We have some good
times, (oo, The other night we'd been
on duty all day and when night came
¢n it was raining. We were near a
villnge where gome Bulgarian comitsd-
{in were supposed to be, so a few af
us went fnto the vitlage while tho
others rema/med on the outakiris.
Pretty soon we heard sbout fifty
shots, and then the shooting stopped.
We hustled fato the town, We found
that the patro] had killed nothing bat
one blg sheep. That sheep wes
skinned In tem minutes. The fellows
ran nround for wood. Where they
pot It 1 don’t ¥now, bul before long
wit hiad n great big fire going and vac

through the sheep lengihwise and put
il over the fire, In about an hour it
was rondy and with plenty of pepper
and salt and blsek bread and coffee
we had & betler meal than [ ever
hought in New York. Then, about 1l
o'clock we stretched ont with full
. stomachs, with our bhig loaves of
| breaq for pillows and 1 had the best
sleop I've ever had in my life, Oh,
we know how to make ourselves com-
blortable,
“I've sean some of these soldiers
from England and France who are
Just coming to the Balkaus, pras some
térrible nights  just because Lhey
didn’t know how to rough it, I was
seouting for soma English troops the
other night. We'd been in the rain
all day and lite in the evening we had
wiaded a creek up to our walsts,
Finally we reached the op of a hill
and the commander ordered his men
to halt, It was 9 o'clock
""Take off your kits and sleep
wheres you stand ordersd the officer.
"Comitadjis wouldn't have done
that. A oomitad)i officer would have
stopped his men behind the hil, let
them build o fire, kill & sheep some-
whers and make coffes”
"Does Christian Science help you
with the vermin?' 1 asked. “Well,"
he sald, "1 plck them off Hke all ths
others do. 'Want to ses o bomh? "
He handed out & gun metal colored oh
jeot that lovked like a small drinking
cup with a screw top, “You unscrew
the top,” and he did &0, “and find this
brass tlp, which you strike on the butt
of your gun. That fires the fuse. You
count seven, slowly, then throw the
(Continued on Page Three,)

PRESIDENT
WILSON 59

By United Press.
HOT SPRINGS, Va.
tiden

Dpo, 28.—FPres-
Vv Ason celebrated his jitiy-ninth
birthday todey quietly with his bride.
The only Indleation that the
tive has passed another milestone was
of telegrams from his
frienils In sll parts of the world.

In health and spirit the president is
muny years younger than fifty-ning.
His hair is quite grey, but he stands
ercet, O feet 11 Inches in hig stocknge
feat, Recently he tipped the scaleq at
171 pounds. He walks a great deal
and plays lots of golf. Woodrow Wil
son was born at Staunton, Va,, Decem
ber 28, 18566, His father was the Rev.
Joseph R. Wilson, a distinguished
scholar and clergyman of the south,
and his mother, Jessie Woodrow Wil
son, His ancesatry on both sides is
Bcotel-1rish,

SLEET HITS
50. WEST

By United Press.

DALLAS, Dec, 28 —A
nng low temperatures hit the soutn
during the past twenty-four
hours, acerding to dispatehes reaching
hore from meny points eodny

The sleet storm ag far
south as Austin and Taylor and snow
was reported at Fort Worth and Abi-
lene,

execu-

the sCores

sleet  storm

West
extended

- -
A precipitation of 1.14 (nches was
recorded at Trinldad. The lowest
temperature resched here last night
was 25 degrees above zero.

LAST ROUND OF -
SANTA C. AT P.0.

The work of the distributing agency
which Sanin Claus has malnisined in
the Chickashs postoffice for the pust
ten days, will be cleared up this alter-
npon, For n week Postmasier Dare:
foot has kepl wagons running early
and late [n an earnest elfort to kesp
abreast with the distribution of the
enormous packages which the good
old patron salnt of all children hus
tired into this office,

This morning Postmaster Hareloof
and Asasistunt Postmaster McKenzie
stated that the closing of the office
this evening would see the last bhundle
delivered at the proper address.  And
no oneg of the pumerous employes of
the Chickasha postoffice will regrot
this. Al connected with the officn
have worked hard and faithfully
during the past ten days and will be

of onr fellows who used to be a cook
in & DBelgrade cale stuck a pols

giad for Jusc a little “breathing

T0 SETTLE
SUBMARINE
QUESTION

Austrian Reply Comiog This Week
to Be “‘Satisfactory and Fioal;”
French Liner Torpedoed

in Mediterranean

SWEDER TAKES T0
FORD PEAGE PLAN

Enthusiastic Meeting is Held asd
Press Comment is Favorable;
Czar Asks Roumania
te Join Allies

By United Press,
BERLIN, Dec,
live sources the United Pross
today that the entire controversy
regurd to submarine wirfare as It
affects the United Stales may be
cleared up within the next low days.
Ambassador Penfleld at Vienna, it
Is reported, will be handed the Aus
trian reply to the seeond Ancons note
this week, Assurances that come from
reliahle sources say the answer will
he “sutisfactory and final.”

28, —From authorita-
lecarns
in

After French General.
By United
PARIS,

Press,

Der, 28, —The Fronch liner
Ville de la Ciotat was torpedoed in|
Mediterranean, hecaunse it was b®
lieved that General Castelna, chief o!
staff ol the French army, was oOn
board, according to tha opinion ex-
pressed here,

General Castelnn recently conferred
with the allied generals at Saloniks
He was Jast preported at Athens,

Russ Sink Submarine.

By Unpited Press.

PETROGRAD, Dec. 28.—An official
announcement issued bere teday saye
the Russian destroyer Gromky sank
an anemy submarine off the Bulgarion
coast of the Hlack Sea,

the

Warming Up to Ford Mission,

By United Pross.

STOCKHOLM, Dee, 28 —The peopl®
of Sweden, in conirast with the cob
dition - encountered at Christinna, ar
warming up to the Ford pesice mis-
Eion,

The leaders of the Ford party deliv-
ered addresses last night st tha
enthusiastic meeting that
held since the party leflt New York
The editorial comment of the
papers this morning was favorable to-
ward the peace expedition.

most

hus been

1ocal

Sendsg Personal Regquest
By United Press
ROME, 18.-
mation reaching hore
of Russia bhas sent
Bchaleko to Roumuania with o
sonal regquest to the lutter Lo join with
the allles in the war on the
powers,

-According to Infor
Cear Nicholns

Ambassador

Dec,

per-
central

Operation for (faiec.?
By United Press.
LONDON, Dec.
ing from Switzerland today
an operation will be performed on the
Knigers' throat within & few days
Berlin gives no confirmation of the
report.

28 —Dispatches com
say (hat

et

Whitlock Returns.

'm United Press.

NEW YORK, D¢ -28.—The Hol-
land-American liner Rotterdsz sailed
today for Europe with Colongl House,
Captain Boy-ed and Brand Whitluck,
minister to Belgium, on bosrd.
Colonnl House will put the Amer-
lean ambassadors in close touch with
the American attitude toward inter
national affalrs. He denied that he
was yoing on o peace missiou.
Sensational Rumors.

By United Press.

BERLIN, Dec. 28.—Sensational ruo-
mors aré current (n northern Italy,
including a report that the king was
wounded by an Austrian grenade, and
fs in o hospital,

Another rumor savs an Itallan gen:
sl wha wag close w the kKing was

jesecnted  for maintaining  relations

with the enemy.

Predicts German Victory.

By United Press.

DALLAS, Dec. 23 —Field Marshall
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In this, the latest photograph of the kaiser to come from the front, the German ruler, seen near the right, Is
about to enter the officers’ headqhartery in the Champagne region.

MOTION T0
DISMISS
IS DENIED

By United Press,
NEW YORK, be¢
the directors of the N¢

Ihe case o

w Haven rail.

road, wha have besn on trial here for

severa] weeks, must be deéaded by &
jury.

This
.ll!:lul* Hunt,
ruling,
neys

decinio
tomin;
depving the

for the defense to

was the ederal
-

who announced hi
ol

dismigs indicl-

jtion ittor

ormer diroetory
s Oof the Naw

ments pgainst eleven

and ths present direct
company, ng violation of
he laws against conspirscy to mo
napolize the transportatfon; businces
in New England

The courl held thn
g0 to the jury. Th
completed its case and the defense Is
expected to oConpy many weaks i the
presentation of i

SHOT NEAR
NINNEXAD

—

Haven chargi

the case must

government has

ayidence,

A. M
hiome of hi= fnther,
Ninnekuh,
Bhin hospitul ¥
gunshot
tnflicten

who resides at
H. M. Gordon, near
received at the Chlcka-

Grdon,

Was
iterduy afternoon sufl
acciden

brothe:

fering wound
tally YOUnger
while hunting on Christmsas day.
Dr, Cox of Ninnekah accompanied
the young to the hospital, Yol
lowing the operation thst found
Gordon is reported
afternoon.
Maorris in Serious Condition.
Ro=co Morria, the 15-year-old
lrought to the Chicknsha hospital yes
terday afternoon from Mountain View,
mention of in Mon
GAY'8 issuo Express, I8 reported
in a1 serfious condition, The boy s sul
fering from an accidentally inflicted
gunshot wound and s not expected o

I rom

by a

man
was
NOCORKRAry, yYoung

resting ensily this

boy

which appeared

of the

survive,
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EVENTS IN THE WAR
ONE YEAR AGO TODAY.
President Wilson
England wonld have to pay
indemniiy for seizing Amert
cun ships. Russia claimed and
Berlin admitted the rout of
175,000 Auvstrinos in the {ar
pathians. The allles c¢lalmed

some gains in the west.

declared

L K N R KR N N
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wil end next winter with a German
victory, fn lettérs to his son, Dr.
gene Mackensen, a practicing
siclan in Dallns,

Deny Report for Carnegie.
Hy United Mress.
NEW YOR, Dec.
tives of Andrew Carneys here say he

plan retief fund,

sald. Carnegle
dollars for the rellef of Relpian war

spell” now,

van Mackensen predicts that the war

vietims.

the ]

has noe contriboted o vent to the Bel-

P

Hu- |
phiy- | #

i

28.—Represents. |
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Falr 1onight and Wednesday, rising
temperature Wednesday and in west
portion tonight,

Local Temperature.

Puring 24 hours ending 8 a. m, to-

day:

WEATHER FORECAST,
For Okiahoma,

29 degreeas,
20 deereas,

MISS WILSON T0
PARTICIPATE IN
CIVIC MEETING

I'nited Preas,
WASHINGTON, Dee,

enth annual ¢convention of the Amer

Maximuom,
Minlimum,

By
285 —Tho elev-
fean Civie association was convened
hefe loday by men and women prom-
and sclentific
Wilson,

I5 to take & prominent

nent in social work.

Miss Margarel duughtaer ol
the president,
The convention
of the

association,

geasions,
with
Historieal
of
Palitical
American  Soclological
American Associatlon for

Labor Legislation and the Pan-Amer
ican Seiemtific Congress.

part In the

s simaltaneous those
American
American

Boclaty International

Law, American Science
asosciation,

Sotiety,

Al the morning meeting Mrs. Percy
Pennybacker, Austin, Texas, presi

of the General Federation of
Women's clubs; Clinton Rogers Wood
ruff, Philadelphia, secrstary of tho
Natlonal Frederick
Mass,, chalr-

Y;

uent

Municipal leagus;
Hmeated, RBrockline,
the National oCnference on
Planning Dr, Heary Sturgls
Drinker, president of Lehigh Univer
gity and of the American Forestry
uszociation; the Rev., A, H. Soott,
Perty, Canada, representing the On-
tarlo Horticollure asesociations: and
Lord and Lady Aberdeen of Scotland,
on behalf of the Britlsh Civie Work:
crs, extended greetings from thelr re-
speciive organizations,

This evening J. Horace McFarland,
Harpisburg, Pa., president of the
smerican Civie associntion, will make
his annual address on “What Shall We
Do With Ningara,"

Other speakers
Frnos Mill, Estes
John Dickinson

Law
man of

ALY

tonight will be:
Park, Cojo.; Mrs,
Sherman, Chicago;
Gilbert H. Grosvenor, Washington: R.
B, Marshall, Washington: Richard B,
Wnatrous, Washington; Dr. H. O
Reik, Baltimore, and Robert 8. Yard,
of the Interior department.

Shooting in St. Joseph

Gamhlmg House l’atalI

28.—Dick |

By United Press.
8T, JOSEI'H,
Wade, the

gambling

Mo, Dec.

proprietor  of Tocal
house shot and killed |
Skate” Young and seriongly wounded |
John Lappy of Tulsa, Olin.

i

tempted to rob him last night

DALLAS GREEK SUICIDES.

By United Press.
DALLAS. e,

28.—A. H. Edanon,

He lived two hours.
ia allezed that fnanciel difficulties
drove him to desperation,

s

Wade nlleges that the two men nt-}

1ol

1] |
Thic denial was brought forth by & | Oreak fruit dealer, drank carbolle acid | Dallag,
preas dispatch from Amsterdam which | and jumped from the third floor of the | Raining at Galvestot, San Antonio and
had =sent twelve milllon | Ceurk hotal, Tt | Browusvilla

rat Wac

WAR CRISIS
CONFRONTS
CABINET

By United Presa.

LONDON, 28 —The British cab.
inel faced the gravest internsl erisid
of the wur when it met at noon todny
with eonscription as the |ssus to be
decided,

it was rumored that seversl minis
ters wounld resign unless the govern-
ment agread to some form of Ccome
palsory military service. According

Dec.

| to one report Liokd Grorge threatenod

to quit the cabipet last night,

It was also rwored that Premior
Asquith and Foreign Minlster Grey
wonld guit if the advocates of con-
seription  would mot  delay  today's
buttle. In that case it appearsd cer-
tain thut Lloyd George would he ele-
vited to the premlership in the new
nilnistry.

GROCERY T0
NEW HOME

The Doughty-McDonald Wholesule
Grogery company is moving its stook
into the commodious bullding which
it will occupy In the future at the
corner of Fifth street and Choctaw
svenue. The bullding fronts on Choc-
taw avenue #snd runs back on Wifth
street to the alley which 8 fraversed
by the Nock Island industrial spur
Along the Fifth street slde of the
bullding commodions Tonding plat-
forms have been bullt which ave shel-
fered from the weather by iron pwn-
ings,

The contract was let on this build
ing about the first of November with
an agreement cunl it was to be ready
for occupancy hy the Doughty-Me-
Dopald people by not later than the
first of January. The contractor has
completed gl the work upon the bulld-
ing well within the time lmit, except
thie offices and these will probably ba
really for occupancy by Saturday, the
day upon which the keys of the build
ing, under the contract are to be
turned over,

FROBE WILL PROCEED UN-
LESS CONDITION SERIOUS.
By T'nited Press,

WASHINGTON, 8. —The de-
partment of justice wirad to tha auth.
orities at Kl Paso today to asceriain
how serions the condition of Huerte
'h=. Unless he is worse than reports
now indicate grand jury Investl-
gution of hlb alleged ntiempted oxpe.
dition into Mexico from this county, fn
violation of the neutrallty Inws, will
Procaed.
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Western Union reports roceived al
§ o'clogk w, m.:

OKLAPOMA — Oenerally  clondy.
Temperftare, 25 0 35 degoes,

TEXAS—Tempornture, £4 to 42 de-
grees. Cloudy and cold.  Sleeting al
Raln and' freezing at Paris.

WEATHER ELSEWHERE.
+

Ruly sleat ut San

WnOw

gl
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L
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Mareoe,

TKEEP BALL

IN MIDDLE
OF FIELD

Five llpnrhnt Events in War His-
tory of Year from French View-
point; Germans Fail to Get
Touchdown

WIN BY WEARINC
OUT ENEMY IS PLAN

Joffre in Sapreme Command; Three
Big Drives Test Teutonic Line;
isive Action by
Next Fall

By WILLIAM PHILIP SIMMS,

U. P. wiaff correspondent,
PARIB, Dec. <5 —Five signiffcant
eventa punctunted the year just draw-
ing o a close us seen from the
French paoint of view: The batde of
Champagne, the Halkan muddle, the
change of governments, the ereation
of an interally war councii and the
nomination of General Joffre as Com-
mander-in-Chief of all the French
armied, whiteyer the theater of oper-
atlons,

On the whole France regards the
past year as one without brilllance so
Tar as she or the allles are concerned,
Her viclories have been rather negas
tive,  While her enemy has been
making some great runs around tho
ends she amd those fighting with her,
have succeedel in keaping the ball
pretty well in the middle of the field,
The first half of the game seeins ahont
over, the Teutons have the ball but
there have been no touchdowns. 'That
s about the way the common sense
Frenchman sizes up the situation at
the olose of 1916

The battle of Champsgne was Ins
portant because It was the very first
battle to be fought under present
trench-perfect conditions; it gave the
French soldier a proper measure of
fhe enemy and a proper measura of
himself. Though no important strat-
«2ie point wis gained by this victory,
undoubtedly it will have Its effect on
1916 oparations, becanse it settled sov-
eral important polnts,

The interally wur council loads
Frenchmen to belleye that the mis-
takes of the past are not likely to be
repeated; from now on they have de-
termined that (he war pluns of the
ollfas will dove-tall and that the com-
ing vear will register some real re-
sults,
The Balkap muddle has
France anxlely, perbaps, than
any other war phase during 1005
Frenchmen openly admit fallure there
oth diplomatieally snd milltary.
Gireece three tines offered to join the
nllies, once even bafore the battle of
Marne in 1914, but each time she
was refused admission, Then, when
the allies had fallen down st the Dar-
danelles and in Bulgaria, and asked
her 1o come In, she had changed her
mind, It is admitted in certain ecircles
that had France and the allles acted
in concert and at the proper time,
there iz not the slightest doubt that
Greece would Lave led the dance, that
fulgaria and Roumania would todny
be fighting on the rllles’ side and that
the multi-colored flags of Germany’'s
opponents would today be floating
over the minarets of Constantinople.
The resignation of Theophile Del.
casse, considered one of the greatest
of Frenclimen, from the office of min-
jster of forelgn offairs, was due
uniguely to the Balkan developments,
Some say he opposed the sending of
troops to Salonika; others declars he
long ngo advoorted Big Stick methods
in the Near East anj that becausa
his diplomacy ther~ wia not strongly
enough backed wp, King Ferdinand
joined bands with the Kalser instead
of with the allies. Take your cholee,
Whatever his reasons for resigniom,
his departure was the octnsion of a
enmplete reorganization of the govern-
ment, Premier Nene Viviani resigning
to make way for M. Arfstide Briad,
The prosence of M. Ariand as primes
minlstor s signiticant.

given
monre

the

sirnng mensures

The nomination of General Joffre
ar gupreme generallssimo of all the
Fronch troops menns two things:

nt Abhipne. Sloet |

{ (Continusd on Pige Threo.)

He i known
a8 a wan of action, of initiative aml

1*

st
that Joffre will have absolute suthors i
iy In disposisg his armies and plans




